Lead: Early stages in the recognition of programming effects Needleman and colleagues report dose-related mental deficits in children with previous lead exposure at 'background' levels 1979 Patterson reports that current lead exposures are 100-fold above 'natural' levels 1965 Byers and Lord report lasting brain damage in lead-poisoned children
The only form of lead poisoning that is lethalaccording to the automobile and petroleum industries (Denmark, about 1975) "The results obtained in this study do not suggest that the lead exposures caused any severe intellectual reduction, although in this "normal" range, the high-lead children showed lower functioning, as compared to the low-lead group. Thus, even in a minimally-polluted area, some children appear to be at risk for neuropsychological deficits due to long-term lead exposure." Professor of Environmental Medicine,1982 In hindsight, we underestimated developmental lead neurotoxicity -quotation from Danish study:
The Each individual risk factor may not induce any serious adverse effect, but a combination of risk factors may. Because of associations between risk factors, and imprecision in the assessment of each exposure, the effects of individual hazards will be underestimated.
Challenges from multifactorial causation
Challenges from inherent biases toward the null hypothesis* 
